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Meeting of the 
Oregon Tech Board of Trustees 

 Academic Quality and Student Success Committee 
Mt. Thielsen Room, Klamath Falls Campus 

May 30, 2019 
8:00am – 11:00am

 
 

Academic Quality and Student Success Committee 
Agenda 

 
Page 

1. Call to Order/Roll/Declaration of a Quorum (8:00am) Chair Jeremy Brown 
 

2. Consent Agenda Chair Jeremy Brown 
2.1 Approve Minutes from the March 21, 2019 Meeting 1 
 

3. Action Items 
3.1 Recommend Approval of the Data Science Program to the Full Board 3 

(8:05am) (30 min) Provost Gary Kuleck 
3.2 Recommend Approval of the Doctorate in Physical Therapy Program to  55 
 the Full Board (8:35am) (30 min) Provost Gary Kuleck 

 
4. Discussion Items (9:05am) 

4.1 Provost Update (35 min) Provost Gary Kuleck   
4.2 Campus Life Initiatives (9:40am) (25 min)  81 
 Multicultural Student Services Coordinator Wakaya Wells   
4.3 Oregon Renewable Energy Center Presentation (10:05am) (25) min)  89  
 Director Mason Terry  
4.4 Alumni Relations Presentation (10:30am) (25 min)  97 
 Alumni Relations Manager Becky Burkeen  
 

5. Other Business/New Business (10:55am) (5 min) Chair Jeremy Brown 
 

6. Adjournment (11:00am) 
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Meeting of the 
Oregon Tech Board of Trustees 

 Academic Quality and Student Success Committee 
Mt. Thielsen Room, Klamath Falls Campus 

March 21, 2019 
9:10am – 10:30am 

 
 

Academic Quality and Student Success Committee 
DRAFT MINUTES 

Trustees Present: 
Kathleen Hill 
Rose McClure 

Jill Mason 
Kelley Minty Morris 

Liam Perry 

 
University Staff and Faculty Present: 
Diana Angeli, Executive Assistant to the President 
Seth Anthony, Director of Academic Excellence 
Mandi Clark, Director of Housing and Residence Life 
Erin Foley, VP of Student Services/Dean of Student Affairs 
Gary Kuleck, Provost/Vice President of Academic Affairs 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll/Declaration of a Quorum  

Acting Chair Minty Morris called the meeting to order at 9:10am. The President’s 
Executive Assistant called roll and a quorum was declared. 
 

2. Consent Agenda  
2.1 Approve Minutes of the January 24, 2019 Meeting 

Trustee Mason moved to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2019 meeting. 
Trustee Hill seconded the motion. With all Trustees present voting aye, the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
3. Action Items – none 

 
4. Discussion Items 

4.1 Provost Update  
Provost Kuleck updated the committee on the accreditation process; a mid-cycle report 
and a report on recommendations from the 7-year report were submitted earlier in the 
month to the accreditation body. The evaluators will be on the Klamath Falls campus on 
April 15 and 16. He gave an update on the DPT program process including approval of 
the program by the grad council. OSU and WOU are both proposing a similar program. 
Further processing from OHSU and its faculty senate is required to move our DPT 
program forward. He anticipated the program to go before the statewide provost’s council 
in June. A program director position will be posted with an anticipated start date in fall 
2019. CAPTE approval is approximately two years out. He stated the Cybersecurity 
program was approved by the provost’s council and will be before HECC in April. The  
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Data Science program will go before the provost’s council in April, this committee and the 
Board in May, and HECC in the summer. Graduate certificates and other programs are 
under development. The Southern Oregon Higher Education Consortium planning retreat 
of provosts is scheduled in April with a goal of identifying how to partner in three areas: 
environment/renewable energy/sustainability, agribusiness, and rural health. He stated 
there were eight applications for sabbaticals and six were approved. Faculty will report out 
on their sabbaticals upon return.  
 

4.2 Campus Housing and Residence Life Presentation 
Director Clark explained the purpose of campus housing and residence life: to provide 
support services to students while they stay on campus. She reviewed a PowerPoint 
presentation that included overviews on staffing, student advisor roles, student mentors, 
tech assistants, other users of housing, facilities offered, occupancy, first year experience 
program, capital and maintenance projects, and student wants and needs. Discussion 
regarding space needs for anticipated student enrollment growth. 
 

4.3    Accreditation Update 
Director Anthony showed a PowerPoint presentation regarding the North West 
Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) accreditation. He explained the focus 
is on our core themes and mission fulfillment. The accreditors want to ensure we are 
looking at key indicators to meet our mission. He reviewed the cycle or review, the five 
recommendations we need to address, recently submitted reports, the accreditor visitation 
in April, upcoming reviews, the need to rethink indicators during our strategic planning 
process, and changes to accreditation standards. 
 

5. Other Business/New Business - none 
 

6. Adjournment 
Meeting adjournment at 10:29am 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sandra Fox 
Board Secretary 
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ACTION ITEM 
Agenda Item No. 3.1 
Recommendation to the Board to Recommend Approval of 
the Data Science Program to HECC 
 
Background 

Degree Overview 
Information is being produced and collected at an overwhelming pace, much faster than people are 
currently capable of analyzing it. The field of data science recently emerged in response to this 
deluge of ``big data’’. 

Data scientists use computational and applied math to extract insights from data: in addition to 
technical skills, they must be able to work as part of a team and communicate effectively.  The 
proposed B.S. in Data Science degree at Oregon Tech combines coursework from five departments: 
Applied Mathematics (the program host), Computer Systems Engineering Technology, 
Communication, Management and Geomatics.  

The program curriculum was developed following guidelines recently set out in the National 
Academy of Sciences Report Data Science for Undergraduates: Opportunities and Options1, as well as an 
analysis of the skills required by jobs in industry. A key element of the program is extensive hands-
on experience.  In their junior year, students will work as part of team on a series of projects to 
apply material from previous classes, and in their senior year, each student will work on an individual 
capstone project to develop a data driven solution for an outside group, such as a local business or 
national organization.  After graduation, students will be ready for immediate employment as data 
scientists or for advanced coursework.  

Program Outcomes 
Outcomes for graduates of the data science program stem directly from the program mission and 
industry expectations, the alumni should be:  

1. Prepared for the professional practice of data science or acceptance into a graduate program, 
2. Prepared with the necessary foundation in mathematics, statistics, and computer science in 

order to thrive in the evolving field of data science, 
3. Able to identify and incorporate ethical considerations in their work,  
4. Able to identify, collect and analyze data necessary for actionable insights, and 
5. Able to effectively communicate findings. 

Expected degrees produced after the first graduating class. 
Degrees will be initially offered at Klamath Falls, with enrollment starting in the fall of 2020. 
Program expansion will be dictated by market considerations. 

                                                           
1 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. Data science for undergraduates: opportunities and options. National 
Academies Press, 2018. 
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  2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 

Expected Degrees 6 10 12 15 18 

 
Expected degree counts are based the 6- year graduation rate published by the state of Oregon and 
enrollment in undergraduate data science degree programs at other institutions. 

Mission alignment for the new proposed program 
Data science is a new and fast-growing field with roots in computer science, mathematics, statistics, 
geomatics and management: its applications span many other fields, including engineering, 
healthcare, business and various technologies. Thus a data science program aligns well with Oregon 
Tech’s mission of providing “statewide educational opportunities for the emerging needs of 
Oregonians” with “innovative and rigorous applied degree programs in the areas of engineering, 
engineering technologies, health technologies, management, and the arts and sciences”. The primary 
goal of the proposed data science program is to produce graduates who are trained in the 
foundational disciplines and can effectively apply these techniques to any of the fields mentioned 
above.  This interdisciplinary flexibility will support data-driven decision making and, perhaps more 
importantly, to be able to design specialized solutions to data problems spanning many fields of 
study. 

A data science program builds on Oregon Tech’s signature areas of focus, including geomatics, 
computer science, healthcare and management.  The Applied Mathematics department has a strong 
faculty of applied mathematicians and statisticians.  Benefitting from a low student to faculty ratio, 
students will be given many opportunities to learn by doing through junior and senior year projects. 
Our programs will strongly contribute to Oregon Tech’s “intimate, hands-on learning environment, 
focusing on application of theory to practice”. 

Oregon Tech’s priority is to meet industry’s need for skilled workers. Data science is a rapidly 
growing field2 with a combination of job titles and positions that these graduates could fill. Jobs 
range from research in science and medicine to technology jobs within companies in marketing and 
targeted advertising.  Other jobs include self-automated learning systems (cars that drive themselves 
for example), governmental positions in data management and reporting.  With an advanced degree, 
someone trained in data science could do research in a variety of fields including statistics, 
business/management, survey sampling, bioinformatics, and many others.   

Recommendation 
Staff recommends the Committee move to recommend the full board make a recommendation to 
HECC to approve the Data Science Program. 
 
Attachments 

• Data Science Program proposal 
o Budget Overview 
o Budget 

                                                           
2 Economist, T. "Data is giving rise to a new economy." The Economist 5 (2017). 

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2017/05/06/data-is-giving-rise-to-a-new-economy
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ACTION ITEM 
Agenda Item No. 3.2 
Recommendation to the Board to Recommend Approval of 
the Doctor of Physical Therapy Degree to HECC 
 
Background 

Degree Overview 
This proposal focuses on the creation of a Doctor of Physical Therapy program jointly offered 
between Oregon Institute of Technology (OIT) and Oregon Health & Science University 
(OHSU). 
 
Program graduates will help fulfill Oregon’s, and the nation’s healthcare workforce needs, filling a 
critical shortage of qualified physical therapists. The development of this program stems from the 
strategic partnership established in 2017 between OIT, OHSU, and Sky Lakes Medical Center 
(SLMC) to accelerate the development of the Rural HealthCare Initiative that is a core mission of 
these three partner institutions. This Program will help broaden the rural healthcare workforce to 
provide access to critical physical therapy care for underserved areas of the state. 
 
The three organizations have a shared vision and mission related to applied degrees and 
innovative education strategies that lead to providing high quality patient care. This Program is 
their commitment to addressing the shortage of physical therapists in Oregon with an emphasis 
on service to the community and especially for underserved populations in Oregon. One success 
of this tripartite collaboration is a new, currently under construction, building on the Sky Lakes 
campus for primary care, and for education (OHSU Campus for Rural Health, and affiliated 
OHSU and partner education initiatives). 
 
The OIT-OHSU program goals are to reach the needs of people across the state of Oregon, but 
especially its rural locations. The physical therapy professionals produced by OIT and OHSU 
will be trained to work with a variety of physical therapy needs. Further, the collaboration with 
Sky Lakes Medical Center ensures a rural focus where professionals work with patients of a 
variety of socioeconomic backgrounds and conditions.  Having this access will create a healthier 
Oregon. 
 
The demand for rural health practitioners in Oregon is exacerbated by the lack of appropriate 
educational venues that are near to where the needs are. The nearest CAPTE-accredited 
programs are over 250 miles from the OIT Klamath Falls campus. Thus, there is a large pool of 
qualified applicants in Oregon for whom this training is unavailable. With a workforce demand 
that far exceeds output from existing DPT programming in Oregon, and the paucity of training 
opportunities to fulfill the demand for rural healthcare needs, the proposed OIT-OHSU DPT 
program would be well positioned to attract talented students to serve in such communities and 
fill the pressing need. 
 
The proposed DPT Program aligns with OIT’s mission to provide rigorous, high-quality 
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applied degree programs in health technologies and sciences focusing on application of 
theory to practice to meet statewide emerging needs.  This focus prepares graduates to 
provide practice-oriented critical expertise and assessment skills in patient/client 
treatment, evaluation and case management. It also supports OHSU’s strategic mission for 
collaboration to make Oregon a national leader in delivering innovative health care 
solutions improving access and high-quality health care for Oregonians through the 
creation of a strong, vibrant workforce that will implement these solutions where needed.  
 
Sky Lakes Medical Center, the region’s largest health provider, is dedicated to providing 
health care solutions to rural populations, and will serve as a dynamic training resource in 
the DPT program and will welcome graduates as the need for licensed physical therapists 
grows. All three institutions have strong track-records in fulfilling their respective missions 
and the DPT Program will leverage that success. Presently, OIT and OHSU collaborate to 
train students for two health professions degrees: Medical Laboratory Science (BS) 
Program, and Paramedic Education Program (EMT certification and AAS paramedic). 
 
The OIT-OHSU DPT Program will be a three-year, 175 credit, cohort-based, full-time, on-site 
program that will anticipate enrolling 30 students per year. The Program will be delivered on the 
Klamath Falls campus in the Martha Anne Dow Center for Health Professions (CHP) (top) which 
has space designated for new program growth, the new 100,000 sq. ft. Sky Lakes Collaborative 
Health Center building adjacent to the CHP (middle (under construction) and bottom(architect 
rendering)) in partnership with OHSU, and with clinical practicum available through affiliated 
physical therapy clinics and in close collaboration with OHSU’s Department of Rehabilitation 
Services. 
 
OIT has identified clinical training sites in Southern Oregon and other rural communities. This 
program leverages OHSU’s existing network of 43 approved DPT training sites statewide, including 
Acute, Subacute, Inpatient Rehabilitation, and at OHSU’s Inpatient Acute and Outpatient Pediatric 
and Adult Rehabilitation Services programs. OHSU has received awards for their DPT student 
programs, along with the advanced training knowledge of their 55 PT Clinical Instructors (CI), from 
Pacific University, Creighton University, and University of Colorado Denver’s DPT programs. 
 
Funding has been secured to hire The Program Director in the next three to six months, 
and a potential Clinical Coordinator identified at OHSU, all to be in place for Year One of 
the program. Two core faculty will be added in Year Two, with the addition of 2-3 core 
faculty in the subsequent program rollout. We will seek accreditation from the 
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) in late 2019 or 
early 2020. 
 
Enrollment 
Projections/Yr. 

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 

1st Year 30 30 32 32 32 

2nd Year - 28-30 28-30 30-32 30-32 

3rd Year - - 28-30 28-30 30-32 
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Recommendation 
Staff recommends the Committee move to recommend the full board make a recommendation to 
HECC to approve the Doctor of Physical Therapy Program. 
 
 
Attachments 

• DPT Program proposal 
o Budget Overview 
o Budget 
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DISCUSSION ITEM 
Agenda Item No. 4.2  
Campus Life Initiatives 
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DISCUSSION ITEM 
Agenda Item No. 4.3 
Oregon Renewable Energy Center 
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DISCUSSION ITEM 
Agenda Item No. 4.4 
Alumni Relations 
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