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• Dates and times for IDEAfest on both Klamath Falls and Portland-Metro campuses
• Link for the poster template

https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest 

https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest


Why Create a Poster?

Showcase your projects or research!

Students: Oregon Tech wants to show off your great work 
and connect you with potential employers and local industry 
representatives

Faculty & Staff: Share your research with colleagues, 
administrators, & board members

Posters are an efficient tool to communicate your projects 
and findings to interested people



Best Design Practices for Text
• Limit text

• Use bullet points and not full sentences

(EXAMPLE: You want to limit the amount of text on 
the poster by using bullet points and not including 
full sentences unless necessary.) 

• Descriptive short title to engage interest-can be 
a single statement of results

• Font size to be read at 6 feet distance (minimum 
24 size in-text/larger size font for title)

• Use no more than two different fonts

• Select easy to read font such as Times New 
Roman and Arial



Best Design 
Practices

• Limit information to prevent overload

• Poster design is divided into sections

• The middle is where the eye will go

• Leave some white space

• Use only 3-5 colors with white or light-colored 
background

• Use a contrasting color as a background or to 
label what you feel is most important 
(probably the conclusions and results)

• Add a QR code on your poster for additional 
information

• Include tables, images & graphics so it is not 
all text



Graphics 
and Images

• Graphics relate the most important findings

• Clearly label them with descriptive captions

• Don’t bury your conclusions and results! That’s the 
most interesting part – you want those to be the 
most prominent items on your poster (the middle)

• Your images may look great on your computer, but 
when blown up, they could be grainy & unclear

• Use the highest resolution you can find

• Zoom to 100% in PowerPoint to see if the image 
appears grainy
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Quality over 
quantity

Use color, 
visuals, and 
white space 
strategically

Get Picky about 
fonts, 
formatting and 
visual
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Planning 
Your Poster 
Presentation

Q&A only

Elevator Pitch (1–2-minute 
summary)

Elaboration (4- 5 minutes)



The 6 Presentation P’s

Projection Pace Pitch

Pronunciation Pause Posture 



Posture



Getting Help
Library

https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest

https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest

https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest

Google search: Oregon Tech IDEAfest 2025

On the right-click: Poster Templates, Workshops 
and more!

Choose your campus:

Klamath Falls Posters or Portland Metro Posters

Click on the formatted PowerPoint file slide

https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest
https://www.oit.edu/academics/ideafest


Audience 
Interaction-
Create a 
QR Code

• For additional information such as videos or 
websites, create a QR code for your audience

• Interactive and engages audience with poster

• Do not include full hyperlinks (you can’t click a 
piece of paper); use QR codes if you want 
viewers to follow hyperlinks

• There are lots of free QR code generators

• www.qr-code-generator.com

• https://www.adobe.com/express/feature/ima
ge/qr-code-generator 

• Pay attention to expiration of QR code you 
create!

http://www.qr-code-generator.com/
https://www.adobe.com/express/feature/image/qr-code-generator
https://www.adobe.com/express/feature/image/qr-code-generator


Free Images

• Google Image Search

• Tools ->Usage Rights
• Choose Creative Commons Licensed

• Remember to give attribution to the creator 



Creative Commons 
Licenses

• You don’t have to ask 
permission to reuse the 
images

• Just add a caption giving 
credit to the creator of the 
image

From: Wikimedia Commons



Wikimedia Commons is a source of free images



Printing is Free 
This Year

STUDENT POSTERS FOR IDEAfest25:
• Klamath Falls Students – submit to the DRC (link on Poster 

Help Guide) by Friday, May 16th.

• Note: The maximum poster size the Klamath Falls DRC 
can print is 48in.x 36in.

• For the index code, enter LIB999.

• Portland Metro Students – submit using special submission 
form (link on Poster Help Guide) by May 14th. 

FACULTY & STAFF POSTERS 

FOR THE URC RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM:
• Posters presented by faculty & staff at the URC Research 

Symposium submit poster by May 27th to: 
Riley.Richards@oit.edu and Darlene.Swigart@oit.edu

 



Q&A

Thank you for attending!

University Research Committee

Riley Richards: riley.richards@oit.edu

Darlene Swigart: darlene.swigart@oit.edu

Jintai Wang: jintai.wang@oit.edu

Oregon Tech Librarian

Alla Powers: alla.powers@oit.edu

mailto:Richards-riley.richards@oit.edu
mailto:darlene.swigart@oit.edu
mailto:jintai.wang@oit.edu
mailto:alla.powers@oit.edu
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